
LIVINGSTON COUNTY 4-H HORSE PERFORMANCE LEVEL II 
 
To test any Level, 4-Hers are required to wear long pants and boots, leather shoes or tennis shoes. No sandals, 
thongs or bare feet. 

 
LEVEL II 
1. Member must have passed and met the requirements of LEVEL I. 
2. Name and locate 20 parts of the horse (excluding eyes, ears, mane, tail, hooves, upper and lower lip and 

forelock). 
3. Clean a horse’s feet safely and correctly and know the proper care of the feet. 
4. Participate in a least one Livingston County 4-H point approved horse show, fair or Achievement Days (work or 

show) in the last or current year. Form is provided for signature of the show secretary. 
5. Know how to cool out an overheated horse. 
6. Know the parts of the English and Western saddles and the proper fitting of each to the horse. 
7. Know the parts of the English (hunt type) snaffle bridle and English full or double bridle and the Western split 

eared bridle. Explain the proper fitting of a snaffle bit and a curb bit to the horse. 
8. Tie a bow line knot (non-slip). 
 

SUGGESTED REFERENCES FOR LIVINGSTON COUNTY 
4-H HORSE PERFORMANCE LEVELS (OTHERS MAY BE USED) 

 

ALL BOOKS AND REFERENCES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MSU EXTENSION OFFICE 517-546-3950  
*IN ANY AREA THAT THE REFERENCE SOURCES DO NOT COVER ALL THE INFORMATION OR YOU ARE UNCLEAR OF 
WHAT IS BEING ASKED PLEASE CONTACT YOUR 4H HORSE LEADER OR THE LEVELS COORDINATOR FOR A DETAILED 
EXPLANATION. 
** 4-H BULLETIN 4H1228 AND 4H1229 ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MSU EXTENSION LIVINGSTON COUNTY 
*** The current edition of 4H Horse & Pony Rules and Regulations 4H1145 is available online at 
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/4h/resources/mi_4h_horse_show_rules . 
 

LEVEL II 
1. Check with the Levels Coordinator 
2. Horses and Horsemanship  page 8 
3. Horses and Horsemanship  pages 47-50 
4. Exhibit or volunteer and get signature from the show secretary at a Livingston County 4H Point 

Approved Show, fair, or Achievement Days. Turn the signed form into the Levels Coordinator by 
August 31st. 

5. Horses and Horsemanship  page 36 
6. Horses and Horsemanship  pages 27-34 
7. Horses and Horsemanship  pages 28-31 
8. Information on the bowline knot is available from your leader, levels coordinator or MSU Extension 

Office. 

http://4h.msue.msu.edu/4h/resources/mi_4h_horse_show_rules�




PARTS OF HORSE 
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PARTS OF HOOF 
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PARTS OF WESTERN SADDLE AND SPLIT EAR BRIDLE 
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1. Horn 
2. Swells 
3. Seat 
4 . Cantle 
5. Rear Housing or Back Jockey 
6. Concha 
7. Skirts 
8. Saddle Strings 
9. Rear Billet 

10. Fender 
11 . Tread Cover 
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Headstall 
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Curb Bit 

Curb Chain 

12. Stirrup 
13. Stirrup Leather (inside) 
14. Full Latigo 
15. Cinch 
16. Off Billet 
17. Rigging Dee or Ring 
18. Latigo Carrier 
19. Gullet 
20. Pommel 
21. Seat Jockey 
22. Stirrup Leather Keeper 

PARTS OF ENGLISH SADDLE AND DOUBLE BRIDLE 
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Level�II�–�Fit�of�Western�and�English�Tack�

Western�Saddle�–�must�fit�the�rider�(seat�size�–�measured�from�base�of�horn�to�center�of�cantle�
–�15”�is�a�medium�size).�Must�fit�the�horse�–�the�bars�of�the�saddle�(front�opening�that�rest�just�
behind�the�withers)�are�measured�by�width�–�usually�semi�QH,�full�QH,�and�Arabian.��The�gullet�
is�the�channel�underneath�the�saddle�that�provides�air�space�along�the�spine�down�the�center�
of�the�back.�
�
Pommel�of�saddle�should�be�over�the�withers.�Saddle�should�appear�level�and�centered.�
Clearance�from�withers�to�pommel�should�be�two�to�three�stacked�fingers.��A�saddle�that�is�too�
WIDE�will�be�lower�than�that,�and�rub�on�the�horse’s�withers�and�spine,�causing�pain,�bruising,�
and�saddle�sores.�A�horse�in�pain�will�display�bad�behavior�such�as�“cinchiness”,�sourness,�
bucking�or�rearing.�A�saddle�that�is�too�NARROW�will�have�a�higher�clearance�and�tend�to�roll�
from�side�to�side�while�mounting�no�matter�how�tight�you�cinch�it.��
�
Western�Bridle:�Curb�bit�should�be�wide�enough�not�to�pinch�mouth�corners�(standard�size�is�
5”)�and�there�should�be�one�wrinkle�at�the�corner�of�the�mouth�for�a�curb�bit.�A�narrow�bit�will�
pinch�and�cause�pain�and�behavioral�problems�–�rearing�or�bucking.�A�bit�too�low�in�the�horse’s�
mouth�will�cause�loss�of�control,�tongue�can�get�over�the�bit.�A�bit�too�high�in�the�horse’s�mouth�
will�cause�discomfort�and�behavioral�problems.�Clearance�of�chin�chain�should�be�two�stacked�
fingers.��Clearance�for�the�throat�latch,�if�any,�should�be�a�fist�to�allow�for�breathing.�
�
�
English�Saddle�–�must�fit�the�rider�(seat�size�–�measured�from�nail�head�on�front�jockey�to�
center�of�cantle�–�17”�is�a�medium�size).�Must�fit�the�horse�–�the�bars�of�the�saddle�(front�
opening�that�rest�just�behind�the�withers)�are�measured�by�width�–�usually�narrow,�medium�
and�wide.��The�gullet�is�the�channel�underneath�the�saddle�that�provides�air�space�along�the�
spine�down�the�center�of�the�back.�
�
Pommel�of�saddle�should�be�over�the�withers.�Saddle�should�appear�level�and�centered.�
Clearance�from�withers�to�pommel�should�be�two�to�three�stacked�fingers.��A�saddle�that�is�too�
WIDE�will�be�lower�than�that,�and�rub�on�the�horse’s�withers�and�spine,�causing�pain�and�sores.�
A�horse�in�pain�will�display�bad�behavior�such�as�“cinchiness”,�sourness,�bucking�or�rearing.�A�
saddle�that�is�too�NARROW�will�have�a�higher�clearance�and�tend�to�roll�from�side�to�side�no�
matter�how�tight�the�girth�is.��
�
English�Bridle:�Snaffle�bit�should�be�wide�enough�not�to�pinch�mouth�corners�(standard�size�is�
5”)�and�there�should�be�two�wrinkles�at�the�corner�of�the�mouth�for�a�snaffle�bit.�A�narrow�bit�
will�pinch�and�cause�pain�and�behavioral�problems�–�rearing�or�bucking.�A�bit�too�low�in�the�
horse’s�mouth�will�cause�loss�of�control,�tongue�can�get�over�the�bit.�A�bit�too�high�in�the�
horse’s�mouth�will�cause�discomfort�and�behavioral�problems.�Clearance�for�the�throat�latch�
should�be�a�fist�to�allow�for�breathing.�If�the�bit�design�causes�pinching�at�the�mouth�corners,�
rubber�bit�guard�rings�may�be�used.�They�also�keep�the�bit�from�sliding�through�the�mouth�
when�using�one�rein.�



 
 
Examples of Saddle Fit – Gullet fitting over the withers – should have 2 to 3 stacked fingers of clearance 
when saddle is cinched.  
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